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Reclassification of Coachella Valley 
for the 1997 8-Hour Ozone Standard 

Public Consultation Meeting 

Wednesday, May 1, 2019

11 South Coast
� Air Quality Management District 

o Local air pollution control agency
• Largest of the 35 local air

agencies in CA and in the U.S.
• 10,743 square miles
• 17 million residents

o Responsibilities
• Regulate emissions from stationary sources
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• Develop and implement plans to meet national air quality standards
• Permit and inspect 28,400 affected businesses
• Administer over $100 million of incentive funding annually
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11 National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
� (NAAQS) 

o U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) establishes NAAQS for various 

air pollutants to be protective of human health 

o Areas not meeting the standards are designated as nonattainment areas 

based on exceedance level (Marginal, Moderate, Serious, Severe, Extreme) 

o Attainment deadlines established based on classification with more time 

provided for areas with worse air quality 

o When an area is unable to attain a standard, the Clean Air Act allows air 

authorities to ask for a reclassification to the next higher level of 

nonattainment 

This provides more time to meet the standard 

11 Attainment Status for Coachella Valley 
� for Ozone and Particulate Matter.(PM) 

Standard Designation 
Attainment 

Date 

11/15/2007 
(1979) 1-Hour (0.12 ppm) Attainment 

(attained 12/31/2013) 

(2015) 8-Hour (0.070 ppm) Severe Nonattainment 8/3/2033 

(2008) 8-Hour (0.075 ppm) Severe Nonattainment II 7/20/2027 

(1997) 8-Hour (0.08 ppm) Severe Nonattainment 6/15/2019 

(2006) 24-Hour (35 µg/m3) Attainment II N/A 

(2012) Annual (12.0 µg/m3) Attainment N/A 

(1997) Annual (15.0 µg/m3) Attainment II N/A 

..... (1987) 24-hour (150 µg/m3) Serious Nonattainment 12/31/2006 
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• 
� Ozone Formation

VOC, NOx, and Ozone transport into CV -

Mixing with Upper Boundary Layer ( ) Atmosphere
voe, NOx, and 
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VOC + NOx ---+ Ozone 

VOC & NOx Emissions 

Biogenics 

Stationary Sources 
Mobile Sources 

Wildfires 

Ozone transport --... -� out of CV 

11 Ozone Levels in Coachella Valley Directly Impacted-by

� Pollutant Transport from South Coast Air Basin
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